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What we will cover

 What the BSG evaluation Is about
 \What we did

» Key findings
 VValue for BSG: what next?
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What the BSG evaluation is about (1)

* To determine the spread of impact case studies
concerned with ageing and later life

* To consider the range of Units of Assessment
(UoAs) engaged in ageing research
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What the BSG evaluation is about (2)

« To analyse how impact had been addressed
within a sub-sample of case studies

* To consider how this analysis may be of value
to members of the BSG and those involved In
ageing research
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For the purposes of REF impact
IS defined as:

‘any effect on, change or benefit to the

economy, society, culture, public policy or
services, health, the environment or quality

of life, beyond academia.’ g
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What did we do?

Processes involved:

« Keyword search to locate ageing research
Impact case studies

* Filtering to establish relevance
* Reading a sample of 50 case studies
» Sample analysed using proforma
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A few limitations

» Written for REF assessment requirements

* \WWhat constitutes an ageing research case
study?

* No dialogue with case study authors
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| impact

= ? case StUdiES About How to search FAQs API REF2014 Home

Search again: ageing OR eiderty OR pensions OR retirement OR “later Iife* OR dementia OR “older peopie” OR Inte

REF impact found 763 Case Studies for: ageing OR elderly OR pensions OR retirement OR "later life" OR
dementia OR "older people" OR intergenerational OR "care homes" OR "older adults" OR "old age" OR
“assistive technology" OR "gerontology" OR geriatrics OR ageism

Currently displayed text from case study: Summary of the impact ~

Housing, Care and Wellbeing in Old Age: improving the living environments Filter impact Case Studies

of older people BOSVEY e D
Al Institutions (763)
Summary of the impact
- Show only Joint Submissions ©
Koele's research on mtirement communities, care and weilbeing in old age has contributed to a transformation in the
wlty In which housing for Older DEOPIS I8 conceived of, bult and experienced across the UK (and beyond), and has led Unit of Assessment: ©
10 improved quality of life for thousands of oider people. It underpins national, regional and local policies; has Improved All Units of Assessment (763)
Read More
Summary Impact Type: ©
Submitting Institution Unit of Assessment Summary Impact Type All Impact Types (763)
Koole Universty Social Work and Soclal Policy Political A n Subject Ares: ©
Research Subject Area(s) Al Subject Arcas (763)
Medical and Health Sciences: Public Health and Health Services
Studies In Human Society: Policy and Administration Show only interdisciplinary Case Studies ©
Impact Global Location: ©
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How did we decide what
constitutes an ageing research
Impact case study?

Research specifically about ageing, older people

Research potentially improving the lives of older
people/carers

Research into the experience of ageing
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Analysis of a sample of 50 Case

Studies
 Randomly selected

* Proportions agreed by BSG

"$\4 e 1"/?
o  Sheffield.

Table G: Breakdown of sample size by Panel

Panel A Panel B Panel C Panel D Totals

Keyword search 248 116 248 151 763
Directly relevant 154 41 56 60 311
Sample size 15 5 20 10 50

* Proforma agreed with BSG
 Read studies and completed a proforma
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Main findings

311 case studies

e 4.7% of total number
published (6,679)

» Appears in 33 out of 36
Units of Assessment
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Case Studies by Unit of Assessment

Clinical Medicine
Public Health, Health Services and Primary Care
Alied Health Professions, Dentistry, Nursing and Pharmacy
Psychology, Psychiatry and Neuroscience
Biological Sciences
Agriculture, Veterinary and Food Science !
Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences
Chemistry
Physics
Mathematical Sciences

Computer Science and Informatics

‘Aeronautical, Mechanical, Chemical and Manufacturing
Engineering

VEImnul and Electronic Engineering, Metallurgy and Materials
Civiland Construction Engincering
General Engineering
Architecture, Built Environment and Planning
Economics and Econometrics
Business and Management Studies .
Law
Social Work and Social Policy
Saciology
Anthroology and Development Studies
Education
Sport and Exercise Sciences, Leisure and Tourism
"
Modern Languages and Linguistics
English Language and Literature
History
Classics
Philosophy
Theology and Religious Studies
Artand Design: History, Practice and Theory

Music, Drama, Dance and Performing Arts

Communication, Cultural and Media Studies, Library and
Information Management
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Main findings

Breakdown of ageing research studies

Panel A: Life Sciences 154

Panel B: Engineering and Physical 41

Sciences

Panel C: Social Sciences 56

Panel D: Arts and Humanities 60
Total 311
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|\/|th findings

Categories of impact

‘Health’ and

Impact categories for all ageing research

‘Societal’ are studies

the most e O
commonly |

occurring

categories of

Impact | ¥y
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Findings from the sample

Types of impact

Impact shown in sample case studies

Informing and influencing policy 37
Improving practice 34
Improving quality of life 34
Enhancing public discourse 29
Contributing to development of public services 23
Service intervention 22

Active public engagement

New technologies developed

Economic benefit for public sector
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Findings from the sample

74% refer to an international dimension

* Influencing policy and
practice

* Developing online
resources

* Licensing and sales
overseas
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Who are the main research funders? (limited information)

University British Society of

Sheffield Gerontology

List of funders

Other/charitable

Engineering and Physical Sciences Research
Council (EPSRC)

European Union

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR)
Industry

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)

Medical Research Council

Wellcome Trust
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Findings from the sample

Participation and engagement of older

people

« Some explicitly comment on participation
and engagement (32%)

* Not widely visible within case studies
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Findings from the sample

* Multi-disciplinary and |nterd|SC|pI|nary

 Collaborations and
partnerships

* Routes to impact

copyright © Anne Worle
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To explore further
* Terminology

 Differences In perspectives across case
studies

* |s the impact on-going?
* Dialogue with authors — explore nuances
» \WWhat impact isn’'t being captured?

Rich and diverse resource
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Opportunities for the future

 Build on this
» Multi-disciplinary and interdisciplinary

* Encourage further dialogue across
disciplines, with stakeholders

* Dialogue with case study authors
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Thank you for listening

Contacts:
Surinder Bangar: s.bangar@sheffield.ac.uk

Sarah Hargreaves:
s.a.hargreaves@sheffield.ac.u
K

Gail Mountain: g.a.mountain@sheffield.ac.uk
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